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MDE Count Day 
Wednesday, February 13th is the winter “Count Day” for the Pupil Accounting Office at the MI Department of Education. 
This is one of two days per year that students are “counted” for purposes of allocating state aid money to school districts. 
Attendance, while crucial every day, is extremely important on “count day”. 
 
Calendar Notes 
February 18th- Professional Learning for Staff No school for students 
 
Portland Music Fundraiser 
The Portland Music program is sponsoring a mattress fundraiser on Sunday, February 17th from 11-4:00pm at the high 
school. There is an event link on Facebook: facebook@CFSWMICH with more information. There are also coupons for 
$50 off a mattress over $299 posted around the school.  
 
Shoe/Sock Drive 
One of our Natioanl Honor Society students put together a shoe/sock drive for the school.  He contacted Footprints of 
Michigan and received donated boxes to put in each classroom.  The drive was supposed to end this week, but with the 
severe weather, we have extended it through February 8th.  If you have new socks or gently used shoes you would like to 
donate to this cuase, we will take them. 
 
Science Olympiad https://www.soinc.org  
This is the fourth year PHS is participating in Science Olympiad. Competitions are like academic track meets, consisting 
of a series of 23 team events in areas such as genetics, earth science, chemistry, anatomy, physics, geology, mechanical 
engineering, and technology. By combining events from all disciplines, Science Olympiad encourages a wide 
cross-section of students to get involved. Emphasis is placed on active, hands-on group participation. Teamwork is a 
required skill in most scientific careers today, and Science Olympiad encourages group learning by designing events that 
forge alliances. For example, in Elevated Bridge, an engineering whiz and a kid from wood shop can become gold 
medalists. Similarly, a talented builder and a student with a good science vocabulary can excel in Write It Do It, one of 
Science Olympiad's most popular events. Currently, we have PHS students in all 23 events. The culmination of nearly 300 
Regional and State tournaments (and about 100 practice Invitationals) is the Science Olympiad National Tournament, held 
at a different university each year. This rotating system gives students the opportunity to visit new parts of the country and 
tour colleges they might consider for their undergraduate studies, and it provides a memorable experience that lasts a 
lifetime.  
 
Robotics 
This year Portland High School is again participating in First Robotics. First Robotics is a robot building competition 
between high schools all over the world. Each year a new game is announced and students must design a robot to 
complete the mission. The game was announced on January 6th, in a big kickoff event on Michigan State University's 
campus. We now have 6 weeks to build our robot to complete the mission. This year the mission is DEEP SPACE and our 
mission is to design a robot that can lift “space rocks” and rings and put them onto our space craft. We work with two 
other teams during each game to complete the mission and gain as many points as possible. The teams that make the most 
points will move on to the State tournament and then possibly the World Championship. Our team consists of 12 students 
and 2 coaches. We also have the privilege of being supported by THK Rhythm Automotive. They have supplied us with 
parts as well as their expert knowledge in mechanical and electrical design, in order to help us achieve our robotic goals. 
If you are interested in helping with coding or programming for this project, please contact Dean of Students, Dave 
Sheppard at dsheppard@portlandk12.org.  
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WinterFest 2019 
Friday, February 15th, will be celebrated as WinterFest 2019 at PHS. Culminating a week-long series of activities, 
WinterFest royalty will be presented at halftime of the Varsity Girls’ Basketball game vs. Eaton Rapids. During the week, 
there are dress-up days and we have a powderpuff volleyball game between junior and senior boys at 7:00pm on February 
11th.  The cost for the volleyball game is $1 and the money goes to student council activities (athletic passes are not 
allowed). There will also be a dance after the basketball games on Friday, February 15th until 11pm and the cost is $3. 
Dress up days for the week are: Monday - PJ Day, Tuesday Flannels and Camo, Wednesday Crocs vs. Converse, 
Thursday Spotlight Day (Red=taken; Yellow=caution; Green=single), and Friday Raider Day!  We are looking forward to 
making memories and having a lot of fun with the above activities and at the pep assembly on Friday afternoon. 
 
National Honor Society (NHS) 
Attention, all PHS sophomores, juniors, and seniors with a cumulative GPA of 3.333 or higher: Letters will be going 
home later this month inviting you to apply for membership in the Claudia Keusch Chapter of the National Honor Society. 
Invitation to apply does not automatically ensure acceptance; you must follow the instructions on the forms and meet all 
requirements. If you do not receive a letter by the end of February and you believe your GPA qualifies you for an 
invitation, see Mrs. Sarah Honsowitz by February 28th. If you have any questions about the process of application or the 
NHS in general, feel free to ask any current member or call/email Mrs. Honsowitz at 647-2981 or 
shonsowitz@portlandk12.org. 
 
Need Help Writing 
If you think your child needs help when it comes to writing papers for his/her classes, you can urge him/her to visit the 
PHS Writing Center! The Writing Center consists of students the PHS English teachers believe are capable of helping 
students write more effectively. They meet during Cadre on Monday and Wednesday of every week. They offer editing 
services, as well as overall suggestions to improve your child's writing skills. If you have any questions feel free to contact 
the high school. 
 
Counselor’s Corner 
Upcoming SAT and ACT registration deadlines: February 8th is the registration for the March 9th SAT test and March 8th is 
the registration deadline for the April 13th ACT. All juniors will be taking the SAT for free as part of the Michigan Merit 
Exam on April 9th. 
 
Parents and guardians of dual enrolling students (students taking a Lansing Community College or Montcalm Community 
College class) - please check with your student to make sure that he/she is logging in and making progress on the courses. 
As a web-based program, these courses may be logged into anywhere there is an internet connection. Ask your student to 
show you his/her class(es)! It is so great to see our students pushing themselves by taking college courses. 
 
College financial aid departments recommend ALL students planning on attending college in the 2018-19 school year 
complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). *Please note-Male students who are 18 must have 
registered with the selective service (www.sss.gov) in order to receive any federal student aid. Even if you do not think 
your student will qualify for federal aid, many scholarships require that students have filled out the FAFSA to qualify for 
their awards. If you would like help completing the FAFSA, please contact our counseling office. 
 
To complete the FAFSA you will need the following for both parent/guardian and student: Social Security Numbers, 
Alien Registration number (if you are not a U.S. Citizen), most recent federal income tax returns, W-2's and other records 
of money earned (Note: You may be able to transfer your federal tax information to your FAFSA if you have submitted 
your tax return within two weeks prior to completing the FAFSA), bank statements and records of investments (if 
applicable), and records of untaxed income (if applicable). 
 
Sophomores will be visiting Heartlands Institute of Technology (HIT) on February 12th. This is a great opportunity for our 
students to see the hands-on programs we offer as electives for their junior or senior year.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mrs. Zubal (sub for Mrs. Hengesbach). 
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The Michigan Department of Treasury Student Financial Services Bureau has much information regarding student aid for 
college. You can contact them at www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid or 1-888-4-GRANTS. 
 
Senior Notes 
Handbooks containing information regarding graduation and local scholarships will be distributed to seniors next week as 
well as shared with them through Google.  A copy will also posted on the PHS webpage.  
 
HIT Open House 
Heartlands Institute of Technology is the career center for Ionia County.  It is located in Ionia High School at 250 East 
Tuttle Road in Ionia.  They are having an open house on February 20th from 4:00-7:00pm and all families are welcome. 
They will show off their classrooms with a guided tour and their programs that include: aviation, computer programming, 
construction, criminal justice, culinary arts, diesel, health occupations, healthcare foundations, machine tool, and 
plant/animal science. Feel free to stop by if you are interested in checking out what they have to offer. 
www.ioniaisd.org/cte   Facebook: www.facebook.com/HeartlandsCareerCenter/ 
 
Michigan Merit Exam/PLAN Test Schedule Reminder and Practice Items 
All members of the Junior class (Class of 2020) will be administered two parts the mandated Michigan Merit Examination 
(MME) on April 9th and 10th from 7:30 until approximately 12:00 depending on the test.  PPS Board Policy requires all 
students to “participate in good faith” in the MME in order to participate in graduation exercises their graduating year. 
The third part of the MME referred to as the M-STEP will be given online after spring break during the normal school day 
in our computer labs. Students in grades not involved in testing will attend school as normal on the M-STEP days. 
 
In addition, the State of Michigan mandates that 9th and 10th grade students take a State administered test as well.  These 
students will take the PSAT.  This test covers math, reading, and writing concepts.  The results will help students and 
teachers understand what work is needed for students to improve academically.  9th graders will test on April 9th and 10th 
graders will test on April 10th.  
 
***Due to the strict nature of the administration rules for the SAT/MME, there will be no school for students of PHS that 
are not testing on these two days. 
 
SAT and M-STEP Practice 
If you would like to see samples of the M-STEP questions or practice them, you can copy/paste this link into Chrome 
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MI/portals/mi/. If you would like to practice for the SAT or PSAT, you can visit Khan 
Academy at https://www.khanacademy.org/sat. Skills to practice include close reading and basic mathematical 
calculations without a calculator. Students can link their PSAT and SAT results to the Khan Academy based on these quiz 
and test results, in order to try practice quizzes and to receive practice recommendations in order to improve their skills. 
   
WorkKeys 2.0 Student Resources and Practice Tests  
To assist students in preparing for the WorkKeys assessment, they may go to ACT WorkKeys Preparation 
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/ products-and-services/workkeys-for-employers/ assessments/preparation.html for 
more information on the curriculum, preparing for the tests (including FREE sample items), the National Career Readiness 
Certificates (NCRCs), and understanding their scores. There are also FREE Online Practice Tests (there is a charge for the 
1.0 practice tests but the 2.0 practice tests are FREE). 
 
Portland Federal Credit Union (PFCU) Scholarship 
Graduating seniors can visit the PFCU website to find a $1000 McCrumb Scholarship application. Applications are due 
March 1st.  https://www.pfcu4me.com/personal/save/student-banking/scholarship 
 
Portland High Student-Run School Branch News 
Don’t forget! Students who use the PFCU School Branch can get an extra chance to win money! Students who make a 
deposit at the school branch will be given a ballot giving them a chance to win $50 deposited directly into their PFCU 
savings account! This is only for students who utilize the school branch, so the chances of winning are exceptional! 
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In addition to winning at school, students are also eligible to win the PFCU Monthly Youth Promotion that is available to 
all youth credit union wide. Prizes range from $100 gift cards to Amazon and Dicks Sporting Good to Michigan 
Adventure tickets. Each month is a new chance to win! Every student that makes a deposit into their account or opens a 
youth account at PFCU is automatically registered to win.  If your child is not already signed up to use the school branch 
he/she can visit us on a Friday when we are open at PHS to see how he/she can start gaining the benefits associated with 
PFCU!  
 
Looking for Scholarships? 
Our loal scholarships can be found on the Guidance Department link on the PHS webpage. You can learn about other 
scholarships in several ways, including the financial aid office at the school you plan to attend and by checking 
information at the public library or online.  Be careful and make sure scholarship information and offers you receive are 
legitimate. You should not have to pay to find scholarships or other financial information. Try these free sources of 
information about scholarships: the financial aid office at a college or career school, a high school counselor, the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s FREE scholarship search tool, Federal agencies, State agencies, libraries, foundations, religious or 
community organizations, local businesses/civic groups, organizations (including professional associations) related to your 
field of interest, ethnicity-based organizations, your employer or your parents’ employers, etc.  Check out this link for 
information on how to avoid scams (https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/scams).  *Source:  Federal Student Aid 
 

NCAA Eligibility (Playing Sports in College) 
The NCAA is an organization that oversees student athletes.  If a student plans on playing athletics in college, there are 
several requirements that must be followed before graduation.  Please see your guidance counselor to sign up and for more 
information regarding this process or you can find more information regarding this NCAA eligibility by visiting 
www.eligibilitycenter.org.   
 
Michigan Department of Education Parent Dashboard 
The MDE released their Parent Dashboard in 2018, as an online data portal that replaced the old color-coded school report 
card. Each school has its own dashboard page that includes basic information about the school and charts breaking down 
eight different statistics that include Performance Summary (proficiency), Progress Summary (growth), Graduation Rate, 
Advanced Coursework (AP, CTE, dual enrollment, and early/middle college classes), Post-Secondary Enrollment, 
On-Track Attendance, English Learner Progress (growth on WIDA test), and Assessment Participation.  Families and 
others can use the dashboard to compare a school’s performance with the average performance of other similar Michigan 
schools. The creation of this easy-to-use Parent Dashboard is rooted in the belief that all Michigan residents deserve to 
know how well public education is serving our state’s children. The Dashboard can be accessed from any computer or 
mobile device. 
 
THK/PHS Parternship 
THK Rhythm Automotive has multiple PHS students working for them from 4-8:00pm in their Part-time After School 
Program.  THK has talented and positive high school associates working a standard 4-8pm time slot with optional 
overtime opportunities  Applicants must be 18 years old. They are learning important job skills because not only did they 
apply for the position, they also interviewed and went through the hiring process. On the job, they are learning blueprint 
reading, basic measurements, hands-on training in the use of specialized gauges/tools as well as gaining exposure to the 
world of manufacturing.  They "clock" in and out and follow numerous work rules/policies just like full-time employees. 
After graduation, these PHS students are automatically considered for the summer full-time program without reapplying! 
As for graduating seniors, who are 18 years of age, THK will soon be recruiting for summer full-time work.  This is a 
temporary summer program involving 40 hours per week with some weekend overtime.  The program typically runs from 
April to August.  We have a number of returning college students who like to work during the summer months to earn 
additional money for school.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact THK Human Resources at 517-647-0260 or 517-647-0328.  
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Portland District Library – Upcoming Programs for Teens  
 
 
Blind Date with a Book – Passive Activity in the Teen Room  
Do you love Valentine’s Day? Maybe you’re not such a fan? Either way, the library has a book for you! Come 
check out the “Blind Date with a Book” display now to find your perfect match! Display will be up the entire 
month of February.  

Teen Art Hour – February 1st and 15th from 3:00-4:00 pm; The library will be hosting a teen art hour every 
1st & 3rd Friday of the month at 3:00 pm. Hang out with your friends, relax, and get creative. Art supplies will 
be provided to paint, sketch, doodle, or color; whatever you’re in the mood for! 
 
Tabletop Time - Every Wednesday from 3-5 pm; February 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27 th  
Looking for something to do after school? 7th-12th graders are welcome to join us every Wednesday from 3-5 
pm for Tabletop Time. Play unique and modern board games like Catan, Dixit, Star Realms, Alhambra, and 
more. Don't know how to play? Don't worry, you'll have a chance to learn from experienced players before 
gaming on! 
 
Teen Lock-In – Saturday, February 9th from 6:00-11:00 pm 
The Teen Lock-In was originally planned for Saturday, January 19th, but had to be cancelled due to hazardous 
weather conditions. The Lock-In has been rescheduled for Saturday, February 9th, from 6:00-11:00 pm. Teens 
are invited to hang out in the library after-hours for pizza, snacks, games, prizes and more! This year’s lock-in 
will benefit the Ionia County Animal Shelter. Program and is limited to 30 students. It fills up quickly, so don’t 
wait to save your spot. Stop by the library or give us a call at 517-647-6981 today! ***Registration is required 
and a permission slip must be turned in to the library by Friday, February 8th, at 5:00 pm.*** 
 
Odds & Ends Art: Paper Collage Art – Thursday, February 21st from 3:00-4:00 pm 
On Thursday, February 21st at 3pm, learn how you can create your own beautiful art with recycled magazines 
and paper. Using paint, magazines, and Mod Podge, you will create a unique canvas to express an idea or a 
feeling that is meaningful to you. ***Registration is required; attendees are welcome to bring any photo 
they may want to include on their canvas.*** 
 
Puzzle It Out – Saturday, February 23rd from 10:00-2:00 pm 
What could be better when winter blusters and blows than to be warm and cozy and working on a jigsaw 
puzzle?  Join us for the Portland District Library’s third jigsaw puzzle contest on Saturday, February 23rd.  Sign 
up as a group of 2-4 puzzlers, or as an individual to be placed in a group.  Puzzle solving starts at 10:00 am and 
goes until 2:00 pm, with lunch provided.  The team closest to completion when time runs out wins.  Each 
member of the winning team gets a prize. ***Ages 10 and up, with at least one adult per team. Registration 
required.*** 
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